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The VVendée,

your next great holiday destination!
Welcome to the Vendée!

The Vendée lies on France’s Atlantic coast, just south of the majestic
river Loire and less than three hours’ drive from the nearest
Channel port. It is only an hour by car from the airports of Nantes
and La Rochelle. This is a holiday destination, steeped in history,
where you can cycle through amazing natural landscapes and enjoy
countless leisure and sporting activities.

Thanks to its micro-climate which boasts as much sunshine as the
south of France, the Vendée is a place you can visit all year round.

Five main spots make it famous:

- Les Sables d'Olonne seaside resort,

- Vendée Globe, the ultimate round-the-world sailing race,
- Puy du Fou®,

- Noirmoutier Island,

- Green Venice.

Thousands of top-grade campsites, comfortable holiday cottages,
friendly and charming “chambres d'hétes” (bed and breakfasts) and
stately chateau-hotels provide accommodation to suit every taste
and pocket.
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250 km of protected coastline and 140 km of fine sandy beaches ....p.
18 seaside resorts

Vendée Globe yacht race: the stuff of legend.

The Island of Yeu: a small paradise

Secret seaside: the Island of Noirmoutier

Sport and leisure

The Vendée: a land of history and tradition

Puy du Fou®
The Bocage: hills and valleys
The Marais Poitevin: the secrets of “Green Venice”

Fétes and festivals

Food and wine: land and sea produce

A wide and varied range of high quality accommodation
Getting to the Vendée

March 2013
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250 km of protected

coastline

and 140 km of fine sandy beaches
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‘ The “Veillon” at Talmont Saint Hilaire.

Rocky coastline at
the Island of Yeu.
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The Grande Plage at Les Sables d’Olonne, reputed
to be one of the finest beaches in Europe.
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The fishing port of Saint Gilles Croix de Vie.

18 seaside resorts

The 8 km stretch of beach at
Saint Jean de Monts, a “station kid”.
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e \/ENdee Llobe yacht race

the stuff of legend

The Vendée Globe takes place every 4 years. This round-
the-world race is for solo yachtsmen and women, who
must sail the course unaided and non-stop.
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a small parad

IRESEROREE

Built on a rocky islet, the Old Castle takes you back
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Port Joinville by night, heart of the island.







A 4,5 km long uneven cobble-paved causeway, "'--,.ll ;

which is covered twice a day by up to 4 m of water. i '.,



Secret seaside

the Island of Noirmoutier

The “Bois de la Chaise” regatta sees one of the largest
gatherings of traditional sailing ships on the Atlantic
coast, with over 140 vessels taking part each year during
the course of the 3 day festival.
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White gold of Noirmoutier: salt marshes...




Watery pleasures: sailing, surfing, kayak, kite surfing,
windsurfing, wave skiing,...
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Five 18-hole
golf courses.




More than 1000 km ‘ The Vendée, to explore on foot and

of cycleways. on horseback.
i

Sport and leisure

a multitude of possibilities!
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The VVendeée

a land of history and tradition

120 tourist attractions and cultural sites. More than 700 chateaux,
country houses, castles, abbeys and medieval fortresses delete this.

Abbey of Maillezais. Abbey of Nieul sur [Autise. ‘




The Haras at La Roche sur Yon.

The Chateau de Gilles de Rais
at Tiffauges.
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The Historial at Les Lucs sur Boulogne,

The Logis de la Chabotterie at Saint Sulpice le Verdon. ‘ 3 state-of-the-art museum.




Puy du Fou by day: get ready to travel through time! ‘
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Cinéscénie®: the world’s biggest night-time show!
Enjoy an unforgettable event under the stars.
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Les Chatelliers-Chateaumur, aerial view

of the Bocage...
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Horseback trekking...

he Bocage

hills and valleys
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Into the heart of the delightful Poitevin Marshes, by bike or by horse-drawn caravan...
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Tﬁé Marals Poltevin

the secrets of Green Venice
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~etes and festivals

More than 500 fétes, festivals and shows organised each year.

Salsa Swim Festival
at Saint Jean de Monts.

- y i -, ™ AL ':N. :'.
his L BRI S e
WM AR Al
- I i

Cugand Festival. Poupet Festival at Saint Malo du Bois. ‘




~00d and wine

land and sea produce

Three Michelin-star restaurants in the Vendée.

Resta.urant de'Thlerry DRAPEAU La Marine at Noirmoutier. Cayola at Le Chateau d’'Olonne.
at Saint Sulpice Le Verdon.
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Book a stay in the Vendée: (ATAVAG S ATEL L AT [e LB (T 1 ) [N de]yy



To Nantes-Atlantique Airport (83 km from
the Vendée)

From London City (Air France / Cityjet)
From Manchester, Southampton (Flybe /
Air France)

From Liverpool, London Gatwick (Easyjet]
From Dublin and Shannon (Ryanair)

From Glasgow

To La Rochelle/Ile de Ré Airport (94 km
from the Vendée)

From London Stansted, East Midlands,
Cork and Dublin (Ryanair)

From London Gatwick and Bristol (Easyjet)
From Birmingham, Manchester and
Southampton (Flybe)

From Leeds-Bradford and Edinburgh (Jet2)

From London Saint Pancras to Lille Europe
(Eurostar), then TGV from Lille Europe

via Nantes to La Roche sur Yon and Les
Sables d’Olonne.

From London Saint Pancras to Paris Gare
du Nord (Eurostar], then TGV direct from
Paris Gare Montparnasse to La Roche sur
Yon and Les Sables d’Olonne.

Main stations in the Vendée: La Roche sur
Yon, Challans, Saint Gilles Croix de Vie, Les
Sables d'Olonne, Montaigu, Lucon.

the \/endée

To Saint Malo (265 km from the Vendée) IRELAND
From Portsmouth (Brittany Ferries)
From Poole, via the Channel Islands . @
: Dublin
(Condor Ferries)
To Caen (393 km from the Vendée)
From Portsmouth (Brittany Ferries)
To Roscoff (402 km from the Vendée)

From Plymouth and Cork (Brittany Ferries) NETHERLANDS
To Le Havre (421 km from the Vendée) London/ @ ®

From Portsmouth (LD Lines and Brittany Vendée coast

Ferries) about 600 km

To Cherbourg (428 km from the Vendée) Cherbourg GER
From Portsmouth (Brittany Ferries)
From Poole (Brittany Ferries)

To Dieppe (484 km from the Vendée)
From Newhaven (LD Lines)

To Boulogne (604 km from the
Vendée) Nantes
From Ramsgate (Euroferries) )
To Calais (636 km from the Vendée) Vendée “
From Dover (P&O Ferries and LD ‘
Lines)

Roscoff
St Malo BELGIUM
Brest

From Folkestone (Eurotunnel) oneanamoue .. ™™ La Rochelle FRANCE
To Dunkerque (676 km from the G

Vendée) !

From Dover (DFDS Seaways) Bordeaux

Vendée

CHARENTE !

MARITIME



your next great holiday destination

www.vendee-tourism.co.uk
info@vendee-tourisme.com * 00 33 251 47 88 20





